
Design Justice is what love looks like in public spaces. SPATIAL Design should be a 
deep REFLECTED AND PROJECTED  expression of care FOR  a beloved community 
expressed in physical form.

Dr. Cornel West

VALUES Our collective values are validated through the spaces and places we design.  
IN A RACIST SYSTEM, WE CREATE MONUMENTS TO THE HUBRIS AND VIOLENCE OF WHITE 
SUPREMACY THROUGH THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT.

The history of all revolutions is based in blood and land. The land-less against 
the landlord, in pursuit of independence, without love lost, without compromise, 
without negotiation*.  We, as a people, are rarely acquitted to revolution 
because revolution are accompanied by blood...and we are afraid to bleed. 

Summary of Malcolm X 
Message to the grassroots 

POWER

CARE



For nearly every injustice there is an 
architecture, a plan, a design to sustain it.

At the root of housing, transportation and economic injustice there are 
remnants of redlining and convents that continue to extract wealth and 
codify structural or de facto segregation. At the root of environmental 
racism is an infrastructure that exhausts 39% of our carbon emissions, 
demands 40% of our energy production, and drives climate change. At the 
root of the unjust policing is a prison industrial complex sustained by 
spaces that extract human dignity and economic potential from 
marginalized people in the name of profit. At the root of food and 
commercial insecurity is a capital market system that prioritizes profits 
over people at every turn. The force of these issues are often invisible but 
they are not insurmountable. 

Design Justice forwards the radical liberatory 
vision of racial, social and cultural reparation 

through the process and outcomes of design.

Design Justice seeks to challenge the privilege 
and power structures that use architecture and 

design as a tool of oppression.



Control of our built environment, of the land and all of its derivatives, is by far the 

most efficient way to consolidate power. 

Those who hold power in place establish the policies, procedures as directives for 

society at large. 

By controlling land and subsequently the material realities beholden to it makes it 

substantially easier to control people, en masse, shape societies and cultures.

culture shapes our built environment 

We design as protest because protest responds to and shifts power in service of 

the people

POWER



A distinctive 
practice, 
system, or 
philosophy, 
principle or 
doctrine.

An operant of 
a practice, 
system or 

philosophy, 
principle or 

doctrine.

ism

ist
Systems rely on the 

conscious or unconscious 
cultivated biased power of its 

operators to sustain it 
without bearing the burden 

of empathy.  



Biased power of prevailing 
environmental, geographic, 
social, political forces

Pattern of reactions to 
prevailing environmental, 
geographic, social, political 
forces.

Intersectional 
cultural Identity

CULTURE

“ISMS” : BIASED POWER

COMMUNITY



PAST PRESENT FUTURE

EQUALITY

To make fair in the present and affirm a 
standard of fairness in the future.

EQUITY

To acknowledge a past of inequity, make fair or 
stabilize in the present, and affirm a standard of 
fairness in the future.

LIBERATION

To repair for past of injustice, make fair in the present, 
remove barriers to progress and affirmatively influence 
future outcomes.

TO ACKNOWLEDGE

RECOMPENSE / REPAIR

RECOMPENSE / REPAIR

BARRIER REMOVAL & 
AFFIRMATIVE INFLUENCE

BARRIER REMOVAL

AFFIRMATIVE FAIRNESS

AFFIRMATIVE FAIRNESS

STATUS QUO

No change to the system

JUSTICE

To repair for past of injustice, make fair in the present,  
and to remove barriers to progress  in the future.

STATUS QUO TO LIBERATION
INJUSTICE

To make imbalanced systems that deny the 
equal distribution of access and resources in 
order to extract/retain/maintain power 



ANTI RACIST.
DESIGN JUSTICE.
LIBERATORY PRAXIS.

NARRATIVE 
ACKNOWLEDGE + REPRESENT

MUTUAL-AID 
ACCOUNTABILITY

DECONSTRUCT + CONSTRUCT 
DISMANTLE + CREATE

FUTURESETTING 
AFFIRMATIVE INFLUENCE

Acknowledging and establishing the lived 
histories of racially marginalized segregated 
people is a minimum. From a design 
perspective that requires us to deeply find 
those narratives and stories into the fabric 
and landscape of our neighborhoods, towns, 
and cities. 

To structure our actions around the mutuality 
of our existence and to ensure that the 
material needs of our communities are met. 
Design Justice should be a deep expression 
of care for a beloved community expressed in 
physical form.

White supremacy and colonial mindsets are 
inherent to the structures of power that we operate 
under presently. Dismantling this system requires a 
considered collective  effort to deprogram and 
decolonize our selves and our systems in order to 
sustain any long-term efforts around anti-racism and 
toward liberation. In the built environment this 
requires us to actively dismantle the overt 
expressions of dominance and Supremacy made 
manifest through the physicality of architecture, 
landscape, and urban planning.

One of the most effective tools in the maintenance of 
racist systems is the delimiting of imagination. The 
ability to collectively share a vision for a just Future is 
essential in  reaching a space of liberation and 
freedom. the built environment plays a part in 
imagining what is possible conditioned upon a past 
of Injustice but reliant on the cultural reverence and 
resistance that makes all futures possible. 



COLOR RACE NATIONALITY ETHNICITY HERITAGE CULTURE
Base identifier linked 
to the similarity of 
skin color of an 
individual or group of 
people. The lowest 
common 
denominator of 
separation 
classification. 
Superficial in nature. 
The precursory 
delineating marker 
that gives race 
classifications their 
principle argument. 

Race is a projected 
classification of 
humans into groups 
based on base 
physical 
characteristics. The 
color on ones skin 
being a foundational 
separator. Race has 
been used as a 
means to stratify and 
subjugate certain 
groups and privilege 
others for centuries.

A people belonging or 
deriving from a 
particular land. 
Nationality locates 
ones lineage either 
directly or by heritage 
to a specific regional 
place. 

The fact or state of 
belonging to a social 
group that has a 
common national or 
cultural tradition.: "the 
interrelationship 
between gender, 
ethnicity, and class" 
"the diverse 
experience of women 
of different ethnicities.

Heritage is a person's 
unique, inherited 
sense of family 
identity

The consequence of persistent collective 
circumstance (systemic oppression, geographic 
isolation, War, Poverty, policy, wealth inequality, 
etc.) and immediate individual conditions 
(Maslow's hierarchy). It is the subtle adaptation of 
mental and physical processes in order to 
manage those immediate conditions and adhere 
to a path of least resistance, ultimately 
manifesting habitual tendencies and leading to 
entrenched cultural values.

Base Descriptor Societially Defined Politically Defined Land Defined Familial Community Defined

COLOR TO CULTURE



In 

response 

to

Nat 

Turner.














